
Heuristic Spaces  
for New Museology

The primary role of natural science museums is to mediate the natural 
world through exposure, scientific research, exhibitions, and collections. 
The display of science “artefacts” boasts of a long tradition and history, 
holding its own paradigms and dogmas. 
The idea we introduce here means creating a space that can guide visitors, 
or make them lose their way, according to heuristic processes. In order to 
acquire new knowledge, it is perfectly possible to trail a clear mental and 
spatial path, but we may equally rely on our intuition, drawing on present, 
contingent circumstances. This structure was thought out so as to allow 
visitors to establish a unique visual dialogue of their choice with the place.
The building and its curvature inspire visitors from the outside, while the 
smooth paths of its interiors plot a clear direction. These walkways inhabit 
the unexpected crossings of the main paths, green platforms and hollows, 
which combine together to create intermediary spaces and paths, just like 
those found in gardens or inside a living organism.
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The Nature/Ecology floor has a natural feel to it, with a 
labyrinth of paths connecting to the large, oval gallery.
Visitors wandering through them are in for a different 
experience of seasons and climate changes that may 
occur during their tour, and can enjoy the view from a 
terrace overlooking the old town.

The third floor is a rectangular space with 760cm 
ceilings, designed to easily accommodate 
machine-scale exhibits and large objects. The space 
is equipped with hanging options and east/west facing 
terraces. The agricultural fields also provide an excel-
lent opportunity to showcase growing technologies.

The second floor, dedicated to the Human 
Galleries, hosts spaces of different curved 
shapes, sizes and heights surrounding the 
escalators’ open atrium, at the heart of the 
floor. A tight humans-nature link is main-
tained, within the floor as well as between 
floors below, with holes peering into the 
projection capsules.
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