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SPACE BETWEEN CITY AND RIVER. 
Changing Landscape.
Depending on how closed the buildstructures 
come to the water , the way the topography is mo-
dulated might change. The tighter the space is the 
constructed it will be. Both spaces may be flooded.
Different space sequences between „city and river“
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The complex grows from the landscape - conserving and enhancing the river edge as a valuable ecosystem and 

leisure destination. Marginal wetlands are rich in biodiversity and offer ever-changing views.   

The building adopts a passive design approach including fabric-first. Both internal and external spaces are tuned 

to the specific climate - such as the upper foyer as a solarium, offering a sunny place in winter to hang out, or the 

cloister courtyard which catches low winter sun. Sheltered loggias make comfortable threshold spaces – shielding 

summer solar gain whilst enjoying the horizontal light of the summer evenings.

Carefully tuned daylight is used for concert halls, foyers and rehearsal rooms. This could also allow natural 

ventilation.  

The materials used are robust, low energy and recyclable. The concrete structure offers high levels of thermal 

mass and acoustic isolation and a durable material for the siting in water. The simple structure – with true arches 

and corbels  - allows for low-carbon concrete - using a high proportion of cement substitute and recycled glass 

aggregate . 

The surfaces textures make reference to the tradition of painted castles and woven fabrics, and allow for good 

control of weathering and construction detailing.  
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